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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PDEV, WA DEFENSE MINISTER 

SUBJECT : NAMIBIA: BOTHA VISITS NAMIBIAN OPERATOIONAL 
AREA 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS FROM WINDHOEK, THE SOUTH 
WEST AFRICA COMMAND ANNOUNCED LAST NIGHT, AUGUST 6, THAT 
DEFENSE MINISTER P.W. BOTHA HAD ARRIVED IN THE TERRITORY 
TO HAVE TALKS ON THE ESCALATION OF TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN 
AVAMBO. ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, BOTHA, ACCOMPANIED BY A GROUP 
OF 'SENIOR OFFICERS" WOULD VISIT MILITARY BASES IN THE 
NOVERTHER OPERATIONAL AREA OF THE SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
COMMAND. 

2. THE COMMAND ANNOUNCED TWO FURTHER TERRORIST INCIDENTS 
OCCURING IN OVAMBO DURING THE PAST 24 HOURS. A LAND MINE 
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WAS REPORTEDLY DEFUSED ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, AFTER 
IT HAD BEEN DRIVEN OVER BY SEVERAL VEHICLES BUT FAILED 
TO DETONATE BECAUSE OF A DEFECTIVE MECHANISM. IN THE 
OTHER INCIDENT, SHOTS WERE REPORTEDLY FIRED AT A 
SECURITY FORCES' CONVOY LATE THE SAME DAY. NO ONE 
ON THE SECURITY FORCES SIDE WAS INJURED, ACCORDING TO THE 
REPORT, AND THE GUERRILLAS TOOK TO THEIR HEELS WHEN 
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MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY FORCES RETURNED THE FIRE. 

TRACKS WERE FOLLOWED BUT NOTHING HAS BEEN FOUND SO FAR. 

3. IN ANOTHER REPORTED TERRORIST INCIDENT AT THE WEEKEND, 

A WATER STORAGE TOWER NEAR ONDANGWA IN OVAMBO WAS SEVERELY 
DAMAGED BY A TERRORIST EXPLOSION IN THE EARLY HOURS OF 
SATURDAY. THIS WAS DESCRIBED AS PART OF THE LATEST 
ATTEMPT BY TERRORISTS INFILTRATING FROM ANGOLA TO DISRUPT 
PUBLIC INSTALLATIONS. 

EDMONDSON 
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